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“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24
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The Necessity Of Baptism Using One Scripture By Mike Riley
If someone were to ask us to prove the necessity of baptism using only one
Scripture, could we do it? Let us see if Acts 22:16 can fill the bill.
The text in Acts 22:16 reads:
“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins
calling on the name of the Lord.”
From this inspired text alone, let us logically make the following observations
regarding baptism:
1) It is an act that is to be immediately carried out — not waiting days, weeks, ot
months to accomplish as some denominational bodies wish to do, i.e., “why are yo
waiting?”
2) The term “baptized” [Strong’s 907] in this text is rendered “to dip, to immerse
to plunge” in the original Greek language. Thus one has to be “dipped”
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“immersed” — or “plunged” into water in order for sins to be washed away [to be
cleansed].
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2 Timothy 2:15


https://gewatkins.net/baptism-bible-verses/
http://www.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=907
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Singing In Worship (Part 3 of 4)
By Ron Boatwright

In Ephesians 5:19 we read, "Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord." Also we read in Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching,
and admonishing one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." Here we see
in our singing, we are to speak, teach, and admonish one another. This is what God expects us to do when we sing.

But can a mechanical instrument of music speak, teach, or admonish as God wishes us to do when we sing? Of course
it can not. A mechanical instrument of music cannot accomplish anything God has commanded when we sing to Him in
worship. Here we see that when we sing, we are "to sing with grace in your hearts" and "make melody in your heart." The
melody God wants is to come from the human heart and not from lifeless mechanical musical instruments. The mechanical
instrument does not have a heart from which it can worship God.

In 1 Corinthians 14:15 we read, "I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the understanding also." Not only does
an instrument not have a heart, but it also does not have a spirit with which to understand. Then why use it? It is only
because people like it.

It is sad to say but people are more interested in pleasing themselves, than pleasing God. They are not using the
instrument to please God, because God has not authorized its use in worship to Him. God has only told us to sing. People like
the sound of a piano, organ, or a band. They like to be entertained. This is what they want. They don’t really care what God
has authorized. People are on very dangerous ground when they take this attitude. Please respect what God wants and has
authorized in His word, because this is the only way we will be able to please Him and go to Heaven.

We read in 2 John 9, "Whosoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God." To go
beyond the doctrine of Christ is to do that for which we have no authority. We can not practice instrumental music by the
authority of Christ, because Christ has nowhere authorized it, and because of this we will not have God.

Some people say "I like instrumental music in worship." If this is the case then what "I like" becomes the authority and
not God. When man becomes his own authority then each worshipper can introduce anything he likes with no regard to what
God has said. It becomes: "I like it, I want it, and I am going to have it." Their feelings take precedence over everything else.
What God says becomes meaningless when we allow our emotions and feelings to become our guide. Many people seem to
think they are wiser than God and believe that instrumental music is more pleasing to God because it seems to be more pleasing
to them. In Proverbs 28:26 we read, "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool." The Bible is our only authority in matters of
religion; not our opinions, emotions, conscience, or human feelings.

In Colossians 3:16-17 we read, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in word
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus." In verse 16 we are told to sing. In the very next verse we are told, "whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus." Notice it says to "do all". Everything we do in religion is to be
done in the name of the Lord Jesus. To "do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" means that we must do everything by His
authority. We can certainly sing by the authority of the Lord. But where would we go in the New Testament for authority for
instrumental music in the worship of the church? It just isn’t there.

In Romans 10:17 we read, "Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ." So we see that faith comes from
the word of God. Then we see in Romans 14:23, "For whatever is not from faith is sin." Therefore if we believe and practice
something religiously that is not authorized by the Bible it is sin. Worshipping in a manner not authorized in God's word is
sinful. Worshipping God with the mechanical instrument of music is not authorized in the Bible so it is sinful. But do people
really care?

3) The phrase, “wash away your sins,” states the purpose of the baptismal act [to cleanse]. Conversely, if an
individual is not willing to be baptized [immersed] in water, that individual’s sins are still present before God and
the individual remains unclean.

No unclean person will be found in heaven (Revelation 21:27 ESV).

4) The phrase “calling on the name of the Lord,” is completing the command to “arise and be baptized” by the Lord’s
authority.

Note the pattern: urgency — “why are you waiting“; act — “baptized” [immersed]; purpose — “wash away sins” —
authority — “calling on the name of the Lord.”

Thus, by looking at this one Scripture, we can logically conclude that the physical act of being baptized in water, in
order to “wash away our sins,” is not an option, but an immediate required act by the Lord and by His authority
(Matthew 28:18; Mark 16:16).
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